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About the Alternative Approval Process:

Under the Community Charter, local governments such as the District of Summerland may use an Alternative
Approval Process (AAP) to directly engage citizens about a proposed bylaw or other matter requiring elector
approval. An AAP can be used for various initiatives to undertake long-term borrowing, a boundary extension, to
establish a new regional district service, or other matter requiring approval of the electorate.

The alternative approval process was formerly known as counter-petition. The alternative approval process requires
that 10 percent or more of the eligible electors must sign and submit response forms in opposition to the proposed
initiative to require the local government to obtain assent of the electors in order to proceed. When this happens
the issue is considered significant and the local government has two choices. They may proceed to assent voting
within 80 days, or they may put the matter on hold and consider alternatives to the proposed action.

Loan Authorization Victoria Road South Upgrades Bylaw 2024-035:

The District of Summerland Council intends to adopt Loan Authorization (Victoria Road South Upgrades) Bylaw 2024-
035. The purpose of the bylaw is to borrow an amount not to exceed two million, six hundred ninety-three thousand,
four hundred seventy dollars ($2,693,470.00) to finance the cost of the Victoria Road South Upgrades that will be
repaid over a period not to exceed twenty-five (25) years.

The components of the Victoria Road South Upgrades include:

The full construction project includes road reconstruction of approximately 600m of road between Dunham
Crescent and Prairie Valley Road along Victoria Road South and 150m of road between Victoria Road and Walton
Street along Dale Meadows Road. The construction will include two full travel lanes and a 3m wide separated
multi-use pathway along Victoria Road. Underground infrastructure upgrades include the installation of a
watermain and associated service upgrades along Dale Meadows Road, as well as water service upgrades along
Victoria Road.

The estimated overall cost of road reconstruction, drainage infrastructure and a multi-use pathway portion of the
project is $3,850,000. There are components within this project that cross into different funds. The watermain
replacement has been budgeted at $1,850,00 with the remaining costs being sourced from general fund accounts.
A grant will assist with funding $500,000 of the multi-use pathway. In total, $2,693,274.00 needs to be funded
through debt borrowing in order to complete the project (this portion of the project is subject to an AAP). All
funding sources are outlined in the table below:

Approved Budget Revised Costing
General Fund $2,100,000 $2,000,000
Water Utilities Fund $2,200,000 $1,850,000
Total $4,300,000 $3,850,000

Budgeted Funding Proposed Funding



Funding Sources
Water Utilities Fund:

Borrowing $2,200,000 $1,850,000
General Fund:

Borrowing $943,470 $843,470

Grant Funding $500,000 $500,000

Parking Reserve $106,530 $106,530

Growing Communities Fund $550,000 $550,000
Total $4,300,000 $3,850,000

Until the Municipal Finance Authority (MFA) goes to market, the actual interest rate can only be estimated. As
such, the interest rate used in estimating annual loan repayments was 4.35% (based on MFA’s 20-year indicative
rate as of October 2, 2024).

The estimated cost to users will be approximately $25.20 per year. A copy of Bylaw 2024-035 and report
summarizing the project is available at municipal hall Tuesday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays, between
8:15 AM and 5:00 PM and on the District’s website at https://www.summerland.ca/your-city-
hall/elections/alternative-approval-process.

How do you indicate your objection?

Eligible electors indicate their opposition to the proposal by submitting an Elector Response Form to the Director of
Corporate Services of the District of Summerland. The response of the elector must be in the form established by
the District of Summerland. Forms are available at District of Summerland Municipal Hall located at 13211 Henry
Avenue. Forms are also available on the District of Summerland website at https://www.summerland.ca/your-city-
hall/elections/alternative-approval-process. Electors who are unable to access the forms by these means may
contact the Corporate Services at 250-404-4037 or email corporateofficer@summerland.ca. Only Elector Response
Forms with original signature are to be submitted and must be received by the District of Summerland Corporate
Officer before the deadline.

AAP Schedule

The following schedule is proposed for the conduct of this Alternative Approval Process:

e Thursday, January 16, 2025 - Publication of First Notice in a newspaper

e Thursday, January 23, 2025 - Publication of Second Notice in a newspaper (AAP begins)

e  Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 5:00 PM - Deadline for submitting Elector Response form

e Tuesday, March 4, 2025 - Corporate Officer report results of Alternative Approval Process at a Special
Meeting

The AAP for Loan Authorization (Victoria Road South Upgrades) Bylaw 2024-035 will begin on January 23, 2025
with the publishing of the second notice in the newspaper. Council may proceed with the adoption of Bylaw 2024-
035 unless by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 25, 2025, at least 10% of the electors submit a signed Elector
Response Form for Bylaw 2024-035 indicating that Council must obtain assent of the electors by a referendum
vote before proceeding with the adoption of Bylaw 2024-035.

For the purpose of the Alternative Approval Process, Council has determined there are 10,029 electors in the
District of Summerland. The municipal Council may therefore proceed with the adoption of Bylaw 2024-035 on an
individual basis unless at least 1,002 electors (10%) submit a completed copy of an Elector Response Form for the
proposed Bylaw to the District of Summerland before the deadline of 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 25, 2025.
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Who is an Eligible Elector?
In order to sign an elector response form in relation to the alternative approval process, a person must either be a
resident elector or a non-resident property elector.

A resident elector is an individual who is entitled to sign an elector response form during an AAP by virtue of living
within the municipal boundary of the District of Summerland. When signing an elector response form, a resident
elector must:

be 18 years of age or older;

be a Canadian citizen;

have been a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before signing the Elector
Response Form;

have been a resident of the District of Summerland for at least 30 days before signing the Elector Response
Form; and

not be disqualified by any enactment from voting in an election or otherwise disqualified by law.

A non-resident property elector is an individual that does not live in a jurisdiction and who is entitled to sign an
elector response form during an AAP by virtue of owning property in that jurisdiction. When signing an elector
response form, a non-resident property elector must:

not be entitled to register as a resident elector of the District of Summerland;

be 18 years of age or older;

be a Canadian citizen;

have been a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before signing the Elector
Response Form;

have been a registered owner of real property within the District of Summerland for at least 30 days
before signing the Elector Response Form;

not be disqualified by any enactment from voting in an election or otherwise disqualified by law;

be registered owners of the real property, either as joint tenants or tenants in common, and not be
holding the property in trust for a corporation or another trust; and

Note: Only one non-resident property elector may sign an elector response form per property, regardless of how
many people own the property; and that owner must have written consent of a majority of the other property
owner(s) to sign the response form on their behalf. Property owned in whole or in part by a corporation does not
qualify under non-resident elector provisions.

For more information, please contact:
Corporate Services
corporateofficer@summerland.ca

250-404-4037
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